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WEATHER

Mosquito spraying to avoid cisterns
BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

Elsie Warwick, fourth grade,
The Basilica School
See forecast on Page 2A

KEY WEST

The Florida Keys Mosquito
Control District has retooled its
aerial spraying missions in Big
Torch and Middle Torch Keys after
a resident complained about liquid
larvicide making its way into his
drinking water cistern.

Jury convicts
human smuggler

The district helped Middle Torch
Key resident Mike Tinnell remove
the larvicide from his cistern and
paid the roughly $125 to have it
refilled earlier this year because a
district pilot sprayed the larvicide
from an aircraft after the district
agreed to not conduct aerial missions over Tinnell’s home, according to district executive director

Michael Doyle.
Larvicide targets and kills mosquito larvae. It is not a chemical
pesticide.
Doyle contends the larvicide,
called VectoBac, is not harmful
to humans in the amount that is
dropped from the district’s aircraft.
“It is the safest mosquito control
product on the planet,” Doyle said.

“It is the reason I got into mosquito
control. I am an environmentalist
and my goal was to eliminate standard pesticide use.”
But the VectoBac warning label
states: “Do not apply directly to
treated, finished drinking water reservoirs or drinking water receptacles

FRUIT-ELICIOUS

A Key West jury found
a man guilty of all 28
counts of human smuggling against him on
Thursday, which brings
a total maximum of 140
years in prison when he
is sentenced. It is unlikely that Maikel Suarez
Plasencia will receive a
sentence that high given
federal sentencing guidelines that are factored in
such as criminal history
or mitigating circumstances. Page 7A

Bomb
trial
pushed to
January
BY ADAM LINHARDT
Key West Citizen

nethead sharks during a
three-month period in 2012
that totaled about $9,000
in sales, according to the
indictment. The couple
is charged with both selling the sharks and buying
them and later brokering
the sharks in places such as
Missouri and Georgia.
In one case, Phil Gould

A federal judge on
Thursday pushed the trial
of the Stock Island man
accused of trying to buy a
bomb from undercover FBI
agents to detonate on a Key
West beach to January.
U.S. District Judge Jose E.
Martinez set a trial date of
Jan. 19, 2017
at the federal
courthouse
in Key West
on Simonton
S t r e e t ,
“in
order
to
afford
the defenSuarez
dant sufficient time to prepare for trial
and for media coverage of
current events to diminish,”
he wrote in his ruling.
Harlem Suarez’s attorney,
Richard Della Fera of Fort
Lauderdale, filed a motion
last week asking the judge
to move the previous July 11
trial date due to the recent
mass shooting at an Orlando
nightclub. The media coverage would have made it difficult to panel an impartial
jury, the attorney argued.
Meanwhile,
U.S.
Magistrate Judge Lurana S.
Snow on Tuesday ordered
prosecutors to respond
to Della Fera’s request to
not allow terrorism expert
Daniel Byman to testify on
behalf of the government no
later than June 30.
Also on Tuesday, Della
Fera agreed to stay on as
Suarez’s counsel despite a
recent motion requesting
his withdrawal as Suarez was
not listening to him or taking his advice.
A special hearing was held
Tuesday and “at the conclusion of that hearing, the
defendant stated that he
wished to continue with Mr.

See SHARK, Page 8A

See TRIAL, Page 8A

NATION

Gangs suspected
in fatal shooting
Officers are preparing to make arrests in
connection with the
suspected gang-related shootings that left
two people dead and at
least five others injured
Saturday morning during
an unauthorized party
at a Texas dance studio,
a police spokesman
said. Fort Worth police
spokesman Mark Povero
told The Associated Press
arrests are imminent
and that investigators
believe gang activity was
involved. Page 6A

Photos by MIKE HENTZ/The Citizen

TOP: From left, Debbie Clem
from Key West, Joy Wood from
Cudjoe and Annie Barnett try
out some of the many fruits on
auction at the Grimal Grove
Tropical Fruit Fiesta on Big
Pine Key on Saturday.
LEFT: Ecoripe Tropicals again
had the exotic rambutan fruit,
originally from Southeast Asia,
on hand to taste and buy. Peel
away the ‘hairy’ exterior and
a succulent fruit center is
exposed.

WORLD

At least 14 killed
in Somalia attack
Gunmen stormed a
hotel in Somalia’s seaside
capital Saturday, taking guests hostage and
“shooting at everyone they
could see,” before security
forces pursued the grenade-throwing assailants
to the top floor and ended
the hours-long assault,
police and witnesses said.
At least 14 people were
killed. Islamic extremist
group al-Shabab claimed
responsibility for the latest
in a series of hotel attacks
in Mogadishu, one that
began with a powerful
explosion at the entry
gate. Page 6A

See CISTERNS, Page 7A

Couple to plead in shark case next month
BY ADAM LINHARDT
Key West Citizen

A former member of
the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary Advisory
Council and her husband
accused of purchasing
wildlife, mainly sharks,
from fishermen who did
not have the proper licenses, will likely plead guilty
next month, according to

federal court records.
Leah and Phil Gould,
who operate Florida Keys
Marine Life, are scheduled to attend a change of
plea hearing set for July 11
before U.S. District Judge
Jose E. Martinez.
They will likely plead
guilty as part of a plea
agreement with prosecutors. They previously
pleaded not guilty before

U.S. Magistrate Judge
Lurana S. Snow on May 17.
Each was indicted in
April and each is charged
with one count of conspiracy to violate the Lacey Act
and the illegal sale and purchase of wildlife. Each carries a maximum sentence
of five years in federal prison.
Federal authorities traced
the sale of at least 19 bon-
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