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City reaffirms ‘One Human Family’

WEATHER

BY SCOTT UNGER
Key West Citizen

The City of Key West remains One
Human Family.
The Key West City Commission
reaffirmed a 2000 resolution declaring the city’s official philosophy of
equality and tolerance and added
amendments to recognize the original resolution and the direction
to send the approved resolution to
elected officials in state and national offices, including President-elect
Donald Trump.

Patrick Curry Russle, third grade,
Poinciana Elementary School
See forecast on Page 2A
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Cuban migrants
land on Big Pine
Thirteen Cuban
migrants who arrived
early Tuesday in the
Florida Keys aboard a
homemade boat are the
first to land on U.S. soil
since Fidel Castro died,
U.S. authorities said,
adding they’re on alert
amid an ongoing surge
in sea crossings. Page 3A

“We are an inclusive community and we want to remain an
inclusive community. People are safe here to be who they are
without fear of retribution.”
Sam Kaufman
Key West city commissioner

Resolution
sponsor
Sam
Kaufman said a reaffirmation of the
slogan was necessary to reassure
those who may be afraid of losing
rights in light of the recent contentious elections.
“We are an inclusive community

and we want to remain an inclusive community,” Kaufman said.
“People are safe here to be who
they are without fear of retribution.”
“At the end of the day we support
each other and that’s the bottom
line.”

Commissioner Clayton Lopez
added the amendments to the resolution and Commissioner Jimmy
Weekley clarified that the legislation should be sent to Trump as
opposed to President Barack
Obama. Weekley said he has asked
for an additional resolution making
Key West a sanctuary city.
The lone dissenting vote belonged
to Commissioner Margaret Romero,
who objected to sending the resolution to other elected officials and
See COMMISSION, Page 8A

BUGS BE GONE

County
leaders
stumble on
affordable
housing

NATION

Ga. governor lays
out water case
Gov. Nathan Deal
highlighted the stakes
of an ongoing dispute
over water with Florida
on Tuesday, telling state
lawmakers that the natural resource is essential
to Georgia’s growth.
Deal’s comments at a
legislative conference in
Athens come days after
trial testimony wrapped
in a lawsuit between the
states. Page 3A

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

tented for termites,” Baker said. “I
can imagine that as people come
over the Palm Avenue bridge they’ll
be in for kind of a shock.”
Fumigation is scheduled to begin
once the tenting is complete this
week, she said, but added it’s all

Monroe County commissioners struggled Tuesday to
move forward with any new
meaningful policies to promote more affordable housing, because of a lack of land
and new state-issued building
allocations.
The commission met
Tuesday to discuss moving
forward on 33 recommendations from its Affordable
Housing Advisory Committee.
In the end, the commissioners discussed whether the
state Department of Economic
Opportunity and the governor
and Florida Cabinet would
give the county any more Rate
of Growth Ordinance (ROGO)
units after 2023, when the latest bulk allocation of ROGOs
expires and the county learns
if it will receive more.
The county has 692 affordable ROGO units left but there
are 503 affordable projects
in the pipeline, according
to county Planning Director
Mayte Santamaria.
The pool doesn’t include 218
county affordable ROGO units
the county will vote next week
to give to the city of Marathon.
Also, the 503 does not
include the 400 affordable
units the developers of a shopping center on Rockland Key
want to place on their land.

See TERMITES, Page 8A

See HOUSING, Page 8A

BRIAN BASHAM/The Citizen

ABOVE: Workers start to tent the Fly Navy building at NAS Key West on Trumbo Point on Tuesday morning in preparation for
termite extermination throughout the structure. The Sarasota-based subcontractor hired to do the project had to construct
custom-made tarps due to the size of the facility. BELOW: The entire Fly Navy building will be covered and the process is
expected to take at least a week.

NATION

Japanese PM won’t
apologize for attack

Fly Navy building tented for termites

Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe won’t apologize
for Japan’s attack when he
visits the U.S. naval base
at Pearl Harbor later this
month, the government
spokesman said Tuesday.
Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshihide Suga said
that “the purpose of the
upcoming visit is to pay
respects for the war dead
and not to offer an apology.” Page 7A

BY ADAM LINHARDT
Key West Citizen

Naval Air Station Key West is fighting a new enemy — termites.
“I’ve served on aircraft carriers, led
a strike fighter squadron and been
on the front lines of warfighting,”
said NAS Key West commanding officer Capt. Bobby Baker. “Let’s just say
fighting termites is a new mission set
for me.”
The iconic 100-foot-tall (125 feet
including antennas) Fly Navy building on NAS Key West property at
Trumbo Point was tented for the first
time ever Tuesday.
“We’ve been spot treating for termites, but it’s such a big building that
there was not much success, so the
decision was made to tent,” said NAS
Key West spokeswoman Trice Denny.

ON THE RADIO

Tammy Fox, executive
director of the Florida Keys
SPCA, talks about plans for
the new animal shelter on
Stock Island.

Marine sanctuary workplace investigation continues

Also on today’s show:
• Judd Wise — Key West High
School
• Dean Walters — FDOT
• Rick Ramsay — Monroe
County sheriff
• Mayte Santamaria —
Monroe County planner
• Jim Scholl — Key West city
manager
• Daniel Samess — Marathon
Chamber of Commerce
• Liz Young — Arts Council

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

An inquiry into the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary’s top
two staff members continues after
roughly six months of review, but it
could be wrapped up next month.
Sanctuary officials said the inquiry is not delaying their review and
possible overhaul of sanctuary regulations.
Sanctuary Superintendent Sean
Morton and Mary Tagaliareni
remain reassigned to duties

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., noon,
5 & 6 p.m.
Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.
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The subcontractor out of Sarasota
had to construct custom tarps
because they didn’t have any big
enough for the job, Denny said.
Workers will have to rappel down the
side of the building while installing
some of the tarps.
“It should be an interesting sight
to see the tallest building in Key West
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outside of the Keys, while the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration completes its inquiry into what it is calling charges
of “hostile workplace, waste, fraud
and abuse.”
The two were taken off their
duties with the Florida Keys
National Marine Sanctuary and
reassigned in July, about a month
after the investigation started.
NOAA has said little about the
inquiry to either the media or the
Sanctuary Advisory Council, which
helps sanctuary managers develop
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policy and act as a conduit between
the public and the sanctuary.
The inquiry was launched after
the sanctuary was several years into
its first review of its management
plan, which established all of the
fishing and diving regulations and
all of the closed areas.
The sanctuary started the review
of the management plan with the
release of the sanctuary condition
report in 2011.
This is the first review of the
Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary management plan since
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its inception 25 years ago.
The person overseeing the review,
Deputy Superintendent for Science
and Policy Beth Dieveney, has left
the Keys but NOAA officials said she
is still working for the sanctuary and
conducting the review.
“Beth did move; however, she
remains an employee of FKNMS
(Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary) in the same role,” NOAA
spokeswoman Keeley Belva said.
“Her focus continues to be on
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