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Planning approves Mallory restaurant

WEATHER

BY SCOTT UNGER
Key West Citizen

A proposed new restaurant on
Mallory Square took a step forward
Thursday night, with approval from
the Key West Planning Board by a
4-1 vote.
The approved plans include a
seafood restaurant, park space and
a maritime museum on the west-

Elishka Balmaceda, first grade,
The Basilica School
See forecast on Page 2A

KEY WEST

Festivities will affect
traffic in Key West

to the project because it involves
the partial demolition of cable huts
that were originally used to house
the underwater telephone lines laid
between Key West and Cuba.
“The (huts are from) a time when
Mallory Square was a busy working
waterfront,” Sharon Wells told the
board. “They are worthy of preservation.”
A lack of parking at the Square

and potential impact on already
established businesses were also
cited against the project.
“This proposed restaurant is
going to hurt our restaurant,” said
El Maison de Pepe owner Fred
Salinero. “You can only cut up a pie
in so many pieces.”
Board member Cristy Spottswood
See RESTAURANT, Page 11A

Affordable
housing
meeting
tonight

ALMOST FINISHED

Let the festivities
begin, but plan ahead.
Key West’s biggest
party week is nearly
here, kicking off with
the Goombay Festival
today and Saturday, Oct.
21-22. Beginning this
afternoon through midnight Saturday, Petronia
and Fort streets will be
closed to traffic for the
family-oriented event.
There will be no bus service west of Simonton
Street. Instead, riders
will need to use the bus
stops on Simonton.
On Sunday night, the
Zombie Bike Ride will
affect traffic from East
Martello Tower on South
Roosevelt Boulevard to
downtown. Although
the ride has just a rolling
street closure that follows the riders, motorists can expect delays.
The ride leaves East
Martello at 6 p.m.
and heads to lower
Duval Street. Key West
International Airport
will be accessible from
the east end of South
Roosevelt.
Downtown bus
service also will be
altered: Buses will travel on Flagler Avenue
instead of Bertha Street
and South Roosevelt
Boulevard after 6 p.m.
There will be bus service to the Oceanwalk
Complex; however, there
will be no airport or
Smathers Beach service.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

Photos by GENA PARSONS/The Citizen

The White Street roadway improvements were nearing completion Thursday, as crews worked to repave the cross-island thoroughfare. The road will be closed between Seminary and Virginia streets starting at 7:30 a.m. today, but the whole street is
slated to reopen by the end of the day, weather permitting.

White Street scheduled to reopen today
BY MANDY MILES
Key West Citizen

There’s not enough o’s
in the word “smooth” to
describe White Street these
days.
The “road closed” signs
that have stymied crosstown motorists in recent
weeks will be removed, as a
kinder, gentler White Street
is slated to reopen later
today.
Portions of the thoroughfare that bisects Key West
from Eaton Street to the
Edward B. Knight Pier have
been closed for the past
few months as crews completed underground utility
work for the Florida Keys

ON THE RADIO

Court to Virginia Street. We
did Phase 1 last year from
Eaton Street to Virginia.”
Volenec said crews from
Charley Toppino & Sons
will finish the paving and
have White Street open
between Flagler Avenue
and Seminary Street today.
“Then, starting at 7:30
a.m. [today], they’ll have
to close it from Seminary
to Virginia to finish paving
and striping, and should
The ‘road closed’ signs that recently became a familiar
have the whole thing open
sight in the neighborhoods surrounding White Street will be
by late afternoon,” he said,
removed today. City officials said crews are scheduled to finadding that the timeline is
ish the paving project by the end of the day today.
dependent on cooperative
Aqueduct Authority and city’s White Street repaving weather.
The reopening of the
then milled and repaved project,” City Engineer Gary
Volenec said Thursday. “It
the roadway.
“This was Phase 2 of the stretched from Casa Marina
See STREET, Page 11A

The developer of a proposed affordable housing
project on Summerland
Key will hold a community
meeting tonight, Oct. 21, to
brief residents on the development.
The meeting will be
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at the
Sugarloaf School, 255 Crane
Blvd. If residents are unable
to attend, they can meet
individually with the planners for the developer of the
project, Joe Walsh, at a later
date, according to the private planning firm Trepanier
and Associates.
Walsh, who owns several restaurants in Key West,
has proposed a project that
could bring 150 new affordable housing units on the
site of the old shrimp farm
aquaculture business off
U.S. 1 on Summerland Key.
Walsh is under contract
to purchase the 8-acre
shrimp farm property from
a company called LAAD de
Centroamerica.
Walsh submitted an application in August asking the
county to change the future
land-use map category on
the property from “agriculture/aquaculture” to “residential high” and create a
“sub-area policy” for the
property that would deed
restrict the property for
affordable housing only.
See MEETING, Page 11A

Spirits haunt historic ship

Evan Haskell talks about
Sunday’s Zombie Ride and
the ten thousand bicycles
expected.

BY MANDY MILES
Key West Citizen

Also on today’s show:
• Ron Cooke — sports
• Steve Goldfield —
Cannonball Run
• Andy Newman — TDC
• Danny Kolhage — county
commission
• Kay Harris — KW Citizen
• Mark Porter — schools
superintendent
• Ollie Kofoid — Mosquito
Control candidate
• Steve Estes — News
Barometer

They’re baa-aack...
Spirits of the long dead have
returned to curse the living in Key
West. The island’s bravest souls
are being recruited to the historic
US Coast Guard Cutter Ingham to
help lift the curse between now and
Halloween.
For the second year, the Ingham,
which is permanently docked at
Truman Waterfront as a floating
museum and sunset spot, is hosting
an interactive and haunting experience. This year’s event challenges
visitors to solve puzzles while navigating through the World War-II ship
in an effort to lift King Neptune’s
Curse.
“But beware, the spirits of the

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., noon,
5 & 6 p.m.
Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.

INDEX

ernmost side of the historic square
where nightly sunset celebrations
are held.
The project — proposed by
restaurateur Joe Walsh — has experienced roadblocks throughout its
six-year history, including a postponement of the Planning Board
vote last month when a motion to
approve died on the floor.
Community members objected
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long dead will try to thwart and trick
you along the way,” says designer
Kevin Lisinski who also assembled
last year’s inaugural version of King
Neptune’s Curse, which sent aliens
to invade the ship.
King Neptune is again frowning
upon the Ingham and this year has
placed the menacing spirits aboard
the heroic warship.
The haunting experience opened
Thursday and will be open from
8 to 10 p.m. tonight and Saturday,
then again Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday, from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday and again from 8 to 10
p.m. Oct. 30 and 31. Admission is
$15 for adults, $10 for students and
military and $5 for kids 12 and under
Find them on Facebook or call
305-292-5072 for more information.

GENA PARSONS/The Citizen

The USCGC Ingham suffers Neptune’s Curse through Halloween with longdead Vikings such as Mark Heatherly, right, Spaniards such as James Osman,
left, Native Americans and King Neptune roaming the decommissioned vessel.
Everyone who dares to search the ship for clues is rewarded with a prize. The
mmiles@keysnews.com family-friendly event, which begins nightly at 8, benefits the floating museum.
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