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2nd Zika case in Keys confirmed

WEATHER

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

The state Department of Health
has reported a second travel-related
case of Zika in the Marathon area in
the Florida Keys.
The Department of Health
wouldn’t release exact information
on the location or the identity of

Kasey Kasper, third grade,
The Basilica School
See forecast on Page 2A

TROPICAL WEATHER

County braces for
tropical weather

the person, but only said the person was in Marathon. Local health
department Director Bob Eadie said
the person is from South America
and acquired the mosquito-transmitted disease outside of the Keys.
The person traveled to Marathon
from Miami-Dade County and was
infected and tested while visiting
the Keys, Eadie said.

The person has since left the
Keys, Eadie said.
The case seems to date back to
the week of Aug. 5 when Florida
Keys Mosquito Control District
began ramping up its mosquito control efforts in a three-block
area around the infected area in
Marathon during a two-day period.
At that time, it was considered a

“suspect case,” Mosquito Control
Executive Director Michael Doyle
said.
Inspectors treated homes,
dumped out free-standing water,
sprayed pesticides in the area and
set mosquitoes traps, Doyle said.
Inspectors again intensified
See ZIKA, Page 10A

Judge
OKs
affordable
housing
proposal

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY

A tropical disturbance about 700 miles
east-southeast of Key
West could intensify and
bring heavy rainfall and
possible tropical force
wind gusts to Monroe
County on Sunday and
Monday, according to the
National Weather Service
in Key West.
On Thursday, the
disturbance was unorganized and moving
west-northwest at 10 to
15 mph. There is a 50
percent chance it will
develop into a tropical
storm within the next
two days, according to
NWS, and an 80 percent
chance of becoming a
tropical storm in the next
five days.
Heavy rainfall — 4-6
inches — is expected in
Monroe County from
8 am. Sunday to 8 a.m.
Tuesday, 4 to 6 inches
of rain is expected, and
localized flooding is possible, according to the
county.
The Coast Guard set
port condition whiskey
Thursday, meaning it
expects gale force winds
within 72 hours. All
Florida Keys ports facilities are open to all
commercial traffic and
all transfer operations
can continue while whiskey remains in effect.
Sustained winds between
39 and 54 mph are possible within 72 hours.
Meanwhile, Hurricane
Gaston was downgraded
late Thursday as it weakened to a tropical storm
in the Atlantic.

BY TIMOTHY O’HARA
Key West Citizen

“First-time visitors are
the ones who really need
to be reached,” she said.
“They don’t realize how
small (Key West) is.”
The extensive study

A state administrative law
judge has issued a favorable
ruling to the developers of
a proposed 213-unit affordable housing complex on Big
Coppitt and Rockland keys,
but don’t expect any construction any time soon.
In Febraury, the Monroe
County
Commission
approved changing the zoning map for 14 acres of land
bordering Rockland and
Big Coppitt keys that would
allow for the placement of
up to 213 affordable housing
rental units there.
For more than three
years, the Toppino family,
under the name Rockland
Operations, has been working on a plan to build an
affordable housing complex
on the 14 acres of bayfront
property near their concrete
operation on Rockland Key
The county sent the proposed zoning change to
the state Department of
Economic
Opportunity
for ratification, but Big
Coppitt Key residents Greg
Daniels and Michael Bellows
appealed the proposal to
the state Department of
Administrative Hearings,
and Naval Air Station Key
West later joined the appeal
opposing the proposal.
Daniels and Bellows contend the proposal is inconsistent because county
land regulations discourage developments within
the Coastal High Hazard
(flooding) Areas, and the
subject property is located
entirely within a high hazard
area. But a county planner

See WORKSHOP, Page 10A

See PROPOSAL, Page 10A

Photos by ROB O’NEAL/The Citizen

TOP: Construction of Fort Jefferson in the Dry
Tortugas began in 1825 and despite 30 years of
effort, the structure, the largest of its kind in the
western hemisphere, was never finished. Covering
11 of Garden Key’s 16 acres, the fort consists of
more than 16 million hand-made bricks and was
named a National Monument in 1935, then, in
1992, a National Park. The park itself covers some
100 square miles, 98% of which is underwater.
Famous visitors to the island include Dr. Samuel
Mudd and Queen Elizabeth II. Located about 70
miles west of Key West, the park is accessible by
seaplane or high-speed ferry.
LEFT: National Park Ranger Kelly Clark, left, shares
centennial celebration information with Nicole Uibel
and Todd Hitchins on Thursday at the Florida Keys
Eco-Discovery Center at the Truman Waterfront.
The blue skies over
Everglades National
Park are reflected in
the eye of an alligator
near the Big Cypress
swamp. The crafty
reptile was positioned
directly below a nest
of Wood Stork
fledglings.

ON THE RADIO

Workshop addresses Key West congestion
BY SCOTT UNGER
Key West Citizen
Monroe County Emergency
Management director Marty
Senterfit talks about the
approaching storm.

City officials and local
business interests put their
heads together Thursday
in an effort to reduce the
number of cars on city

Also on today’s show:
• Ron Cooke — sports
• Andy Newman — TDC
• Heather Carruthers —
county mayor
• Kay Harris — KW Citizen
• Andy Griffiths — school
board
• Doug Shook — Conch
Revival Picnic
• Steve Estes — News
Barometer

dent Mary Bishop.
The research focused
on first-time visitors to the
island, which provide the
best data in terms of travel
options and openness to
changes on the next visit,
Bishop said.

Gun and drug suspect asks judge to toss key evidence
BY ADAM LINHARDT
Key West Citizen

A Key West ex-convict
with a lengthy arrest history facing four decades in
federal prison on cocaine
and firearm-related charges
wants a judge to toss key
evidence in the case.
Harry Bacon Jr., 57, was
indicted in June on counts

NEWS: 7:30, 8:30 a.m., noon,
5 & 6 p.m.
Evening Edition 5-5:30 p.m.
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streets.
Sustainability Director
Allison Higgins organized
the workshop, which
shared results from a recent
study on cutting down congestion from University of
South Florida graduate stu-
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of possession of a firearm Highway Patrol trooper
pulled over Bacon for
by a convicted
speeding and allegedfelon, possession
ly smelled marijuana,
of a firearm and
records state. That led
ammunition by a
the trooper to search
convicted felon
the car, which the govand possession
ernment alleges turned
with intent to disup a .380 pistol and six
tribute cocaine
Bacon
rounds of ammunition
following a traffic
as well as cocaine.
stop on April 23.
According to a motion
During that stop, a Florida

COMICS – 6 A

CRIME REPORT – 2A

KEYSWIDE CLASSIFIEDS ◆ keysnews.com/classifieds

CROSSWORD – 3C

to suppress evidence filed
by Assistant Federal Public
Defender Michael Spivack,
Bacon denies there was any
odor of marijuana in the car
and the search was therefore illegal.
If the search was illegal,
then the government should
not be allowed to use the
gun as evidence in court,
according to the defense

KEYS CALENDAR – 2A

OPINION – 4A

attorney.
Special Assistant U.S.
Attorney Mark Wilson had
not filed a response as of
Thursday, which U.S.
Magistrate Judge Lurana S.
Snow set a deadline for on
Sept. 6. As such, she had yet
to rule on the motion.
Meanwhile, Snow denied
See EVIDENCE, Page 10A
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